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Distinguished invited guests 

Members of the Media 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

It is an honor and a privilege to address you today as we observe the 2025 

Desertification and Drought Day. Designated by the UN General Assembly in 

1994, is observed annually on 17 June…It raises awareness and promotes 

solutions to desertification, land degradation and drought. 

 

This year’s theme, “Restore the Land, Unlock the Opportunities,” …it is both 

a statement of fact and a call to action.. This theme resonates deeply with 

Namibia’s ongoing efforts to invest in the land to create lasting socio-economic 

value. Many efforts are underway to restore degraded land, improve its 

productivity and sustainably manage it for the benefit of the current and future 

generations.  

 

A healthy, functional ecosystem is not a luxury, but the fundamental foundation 

of a thriving society. Hence, we are committed to achieving our land degradation 

neutrality targets, further contributing to the advancement of Sustainable 

Development Goals, particularly Target 15.3. Our robust Land Degradation 

Neutrality targets aim to amongst others, reforest 1380 ha and improve forest 

productivity; improve the productivity of savanna and cropland; reduce bush 

encroachment on 1,9 million ha; and maintain the current soil organic carbon 

levels beyond 2040.  

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 



3 
 

 

The theme of today is challenging us to change our mind set and shift from a 

short-term, extractive mindset, taking from the land until it's depleted, to a long-

term, regenerative one, investing in the land for prosperity. A land, when cleaned 

and restored, can become a vibrant park, a hub for new green businesses, or 

desirable real estate, unlocking far greater and more sustainable opportunities for 

the entire community. 

 

I call us all to take necessary actions healing degraded ecosystems and bringing 

them back to health and productivity. Humanity is degrading land at an alarming 

rate….and causing serious droughts…droughts are forcing people from their 

homes and inflating food insecurity…Omusati and Kunene can testify to this… 

 

Any activity involving reforestation and afforestation, soil regeneration, habitat 

restoration, wetland and waterway restoration, combating desertification, 

cleaning up pollution, among others is a contribution in the right direction.   

 

To complement these efforts, the Ministry will continue to foster a favourable 

policy landscape that facilitates, strengthens, and encourages active investment 

in sustainable land management, thereby unlocking the opportunities that healthy 

land provides. By creating the right conditions, we will enable private and public 

partners to not only heal our environment but also unlock the full economic and 

social potential of land.  

 

A restored land is a land of endless opportunities. It’s time to unlock them 

now. 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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Namibia is a party to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(UNCCD) since 1997. Critical is to mainstream the Convention goals and 

objectives into national policies and frameworks, as well as ensuring alignment 

of programmes set to combat land degradation, desertification and drought. There 

are various innovative interventions coordinated by the Ministry to that effect. 

UNCCD the only international platform Namibia is one of key negotiating 

force…its tough negotiations…..e.g. legally biding Protocol on Drought. 

A 

Namibia takes pride in being one of the first countries to successfully complete 

its Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) targets. We have identified and prioritized 

seven critical land degradation hotspots for targeted restoration actions, 

demonstrating our commitment to sustainable land management.  

 

Building on this achievement, Namibia aims to strengthen these existing targets 

and develop new ones that address other areas of environmental degradation, 

including marine and coastal ecosystems. These efforts reflect our holistic 

approach to environmental sustainability and our dedication to unlocking the full 

potential of our land and marine resources for the benefit of current and future 

generations. The integration of LDN into land management policies in Namibia 

is part of the long-term LDN implementation strategy. Moreover, Namibia would 

require significant financial support to assist in strengthening our LDN targets 

and Integrated Land Use planning frameworks at national level. We strongly 

believe that these efforts will have positive impacts in restoration of degraded 

lands and ecosystems whilst also reducing the impacts of climate change to 

ensure food security, diversification of income and the conservation of biological 

diversity.  

 

We need to scale up ambition and investment by both governments and private 

sectors. While the benefits of restoration far outweigh the costs, initial 
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investments in the magnitude of billions are needed. We need to unlock new 

sources of finance, create decent land-based jobs and fast-track innovations while 

making the most of traditional knowledge. 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 At this occasion, I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some key 

areas of opportunities in addressing land degradation, desertification and drought. 

I am pleased to inform you that Namibia has taken a decision to become part of 

the Great Green Wall Initiative (GGWI), as well as the African Forest Landscape 

Restoration (AFR100) programme under the UNCCD, that thrives to restore 

degraded lands in Southern Africa. The SADC (Southern African Development 

Community) has committed to restoring over 105 million hectares of land through 

the GGWI and AFR100 by 2030…some of these hectares are in Namibia… This 

initiative will offer Namibia opportunities to mobilise the needed financial 

resources to implement projects that leads to improved land use and management, 

sustainable agro-forestry and ecosystem conservation, and restoration of 

degraded lands to enhance tourism development, recovery of wildlife, increase 

household food production and grazing, enhance water security and build 

community resilience against drought. 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is imperative for parties under the UNCCD to continue the dialogue and explore 

options for appropriate policy, advocacy and implementation measures at all 

levels in addressing drought effectively under the convention in the context of a 

wider holistic and integrated approach to disaster risk reduction and enhancing 

resilience of communities and ecosystems. Namibia will continue to support the 

efforts of like-minded parties and the UNCCD Secretariat in advancing possible 
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options, appropriate mechanisms and tools to enhance the resilience of fragile 

communities and ecosystems.  

 

In conclusion, it’s my hope that all Namibians from all walks of life will be able 

to meet their social and economic goals without causing further land degradation 

and desertification. Furthermore, I would like to assure our communities that the 

Government through line Ministries and supporting organizations will continue 

to address the needs of all Namibian, by ensuring that there are proactive actions 

to devise initiatives to combat desertification and mitigation measures against the 

impacts of drought, while also creating the necessary awareness to ensure 

effective adaptation efforts. However, this can only be achieved through 

collective efforts from each and every one of us. It is all of us….we all have good 

ideas, contributions to make… 

 

As we commemorate this important day, let us reaffirm our collective 

responsibility to restore our land, safeguard our environment, and unlock the 

numerous opportunities that sustainable land management offers. We can’t 

continue do business and behave as usual…we will perish if we continue as 

usual…we need to change some of our practices…smart agriculture, water 

harvesting, new crops, building materials, firewoods, etc 

 

With continued commitment and collaboration, we can build a resilient future 

for all Namibian citizens. Last but not least, let me thank Omusati Regional 

Council and Outapi Town Council for hosting this event, … always happy for 

your cooperation…we are never disappointed  

Also a big thanks to all of our sponsors and organizers for making this event a 

success. 

 

I thank you. 
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