




South West Nature Reserve

The South West Nature Reserve, better known as the National 
Botanical Garden, is located in the heart of Windhoek. The 
area was originally earmarked as a nature park, but lack of 
funding resulted in this project not materialising. In 1990, 
the National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI) moved into 
the buildings adjacent to the reserve and developed the area 
as a botanical garden funded by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Water and Forestry (MAWF), to which the NBRI belongs.

The garden is aimed at protecting and promoting the 
sustainable use of Namibian flora, with an emphasis on 
education and recreation.  Most of the garden has not been 
landscaped. This is to conserve water and present plants in 
their natural environment, allowing visitors to learn about 
indigenous vegetation and water-wise gardening. 

The Desert House, where fascinating plants from the Namib 
Desert are displayed, was added in 2007. Other features 
include a dense stand of the Windhoek aloe (Aloe littoralis), 
the symbol of the city of Windhoek and the Lily Walk, which 
attracts visitors when the plants are in bloom during April. 

Key management issues
Funding is a challenge, as well as staffing. The gardens 
should be open to the public during weekends and have 
more flexible opening hours, but as a government entity, this 
is difficult to achieve. 

Park size 0.12 km2

Proclamation South West Nature Reserve 1970

Natural features Koppies characteristic of 
Windhoek with indigenous vegetation.

Vegetation Tree and Shrub Savannah Biome. Vegetation type: Highland 
Shrubland.  More than 200 plants species in the gardens, and 365 
plant species in the Desert House. Quiver tree  (Aloe dichotoma), bottle 
tree (Pachypodium lealii), stone plants (Lithops spp) Bushman’s candle 
(Sarcocaulon patersonii), halfmens (Pachypodium namaquanum).  

Wildlife Rock hyrax, variety of small mammals and 
reptiles. Seventy-five bird species recorded, including 
White-tailed Shrike, Monteiro’s Hornbill, Rockrunner. 

Tourism Self-guided walking trails. Common plants are 
labelled. Bird and plant lists available at reception. Picnic 
area. Open Monday to Friday, from 8:00 until 17:00 plus 
every first Saturday of the month from 8:00 to 11:00. 
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Von Bach Recreation Resort

This is one of three resorts to be created around strategic 
dams in Namibia, and is also one of three gazetted resorts 
within 100 kilometres of Windhoek.  Popular with water-
sport enthusiasts and anglers, Von Bach is the country’s 
third-largest dam and was proclaimed in 1972. It currently 
supplies the City of Windhoek with about half of its water 
for consumption purposes. A small game reserve surrounds 
the dam.

Key management issues
Poaching and firewood collection by residents of neighbouring 
informal settlements are problematical. Anti-poaching horse 
patrols have been introduced to help control poaching. 

Park size 43 km²

Proclamation Von Bach Recreation Resort in 1972

Natural features Fringed by the Auas Mountains and 
belonging to the Swakop River drainage system. 

Vegetation Tree and Shrub Savannah Biome. Vegetation type: 
Thornbush Shrubland, Highland Shrubland. Yellow-bark acacia 
(Acacia erubescens), black-thorn (Acacia mellifera), sweet-thorn 
(Acacia karroo) and red bushwillow (Combretum apiculatum). 

Wildlife Hartmann’s zebra, red hartebeest, gemsbok, common 
impala, giraffe, kudu and warthog. The 187 bird species 
recorded include Violet Wood-Hoopoe, Black Stork, Orange 
River Francolin, Rüppell’s Parrot and Bradfield’s Swift.

Tourism Water sports. Angling – permits necessary. Picnic 
sites. The overnight facilities are currently being upgraded. 
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Future plans
A public private partnership is upgrading facilities such as the 
existing bungalows, shop, ablution facilities and employee’s 
quarters and developing a wellness centre. 
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Windhoek aloe (Aloe littoralis) Kudu (Tragelaphus strepsiceros)



Sperrgebiet National Park

From giant rock arches, meteor craters, fossil and 
archaeological sites to Africa’s most important shipwreck 
discovery and some of the most pristine and wild landscapes 
on the planet, the newly proclaimed Sperrgebiet National 
Park (SNP) is a jewel in Namibia’s protected area network. 

Key management issues
Management and tourism plans for the park are at an 
advanced stage of development. The park has been zoned 
in accordance with IUCN guidelines for Protected Area 
Management Categories. Close ties have been forged with 
partners and stakeholders such as mining companies and 
the business community. The MET has established stations 
adjacent to the park, and patrol camps and radio repeater 
stations for easier communication between staff members. 

Park size 22 000 km² 

Proclamation Sperrgebiet National Park in 2008

Natural features Sandy shores along the coast in the south and 
rocky headlands and inlets in the north. At least 17 ‘islands’ occur 
off the coast adjoining the SNP. Sandy and gravel inland plains, sand 
dunes, mountain ranges and inselbergs and the Orange River valley. 

Vegetation Succulent Karoo, Namib Desert and Savannah 
biomes. Vegetation types: Succulent Steppe, Southern Desert, 
Riverine Woodland. Quiver tree (Aloe dichotoma), many-stemmed 
quiver tree (Aloe ramosissima), vygies (Mesembryanthemum 
sp), Hoodia and Euphorbia spp. Sweet-thorn (Acacia 
karoo), camel-thorn (Acacia erioloba) along riverbeds. 

Wildlife Brown hyaena, gemsbok, springbok, South African 
fur seal, grey rhebock, Heaviside’s dolphin, southern right 
whale.  Almost 60 wetland birds along the Orange River and 120 
terrestrial bird species recorded. African Penguin, Cape Gannet, 
Bank Cormorant, Purple Heron, Lappet-faced Vulture, Karoo 
Korhaan, Ludwig’s Bustard, Cape Francolin. Almost 100 reptile 
species; 16 frog species and a great number of insects and other 
invertebrates, probably 90 per cent or more of the invertebrates 
found in the park have not been described by science. 

Tourism Restricted access. Museum at Kolmanskop Ghost 
Town open to the public. One concession to Pomona Ghost 
Town and Bogenfels Rock arch from Lüderitz (day tour).  
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Future plans
Tourism concessions have been identifi ed and will be 
developed. These include desert-experience and ghost-town 
tours and Orange River boating and kayaking. All planned 
activities will be guided by the concession operators. A co-
management strategy and forging of joint planning will be 
explored with the newly proclaimed Marine Protected Area 
off the coast of the park.

Closed to the public following the discovery of a diamond at 
Kolmanskop near Lüderitz by the railway worker, Zacharias 
Lewala, in 1908, large parts of the Sperrgebiet were left 
undisturbed for nearly a century. Although this was done to 
protect the mineral wealth of the area, it also contributed to 
safeguarding the Succulent Karoo ecosystem, which has the 
highest diversity of succulent fl ora globally. 

Some 1 050 plant species are known to occur in the SNP, 
nearly 25 per cent of the entire fl ora of Namibia on less than 
three per cent of the land area of the country. This led to the 
listing of the Succulent Karoo as one of the world’s top 34 
‘biodiversity hotspots’.

The Sperrgebiet is one of a ‘new era’ of protected areas, 
proclaimed to protect biodiversity while contributing to the 
local and national economy through tourism development 
and concessioning.

NAMIBIA

N

S

EW

Obib Mountains

Sperrgebiet 
National Park

Tsaukhaib Mountains

Tsaus 
Mountains

Klinghardt Mountains

SOUTH AFRICA

NAMIBIA

Orange River Mouth

Oranjemund

Rosh Pinah

Sendelingsdrift

Lüderitz
Aus

Roter Kamm Crater

Obib 
Fossilised 
Dunes

Kolmanskop

Grillenthal

Kaukausib fountain

Possession Island

Chamois Bay

Dunkelwand Point

Dias Point

A spectacular feature in the Sperrgebiet National Park 
is the 55-metre-high Bogenfels rock arch.



Waterberg Plateau Park

Towering sandstone cliffs, dinosaur footprints, mysterious 
rock engravings and some of Namibia’s most rare and 
valuable game species are synonymous with the Waterberg 
Plateau Park. 

In 1904, Waterberg was the scene of a battle between 
Herero warriors and German colonial forces. The Herero 
fighters suffered a bitter defeat against their oppressors and 
thousands of lives were lost in the ensuing retreat across 
the Omaheke Region into Botswana. 

Proclaimed as a sanctuary for rare and endangered game 
species, Waterberg has played a vital role in breeding species 
for the restocking of other parks and conservation areas. 
The area is also home to the last remaining population of 
Cape Vultures in Namibia. 

The park has been zoned into management areas for wilderness, 
trophy hunting and tourism. The Bernabé de la Bat Rest Camp 
is one of Namibia’s most visited resorts, while thousands of 
surrounding community members receive training at the 
Okatjikona Environmental Education Centre annually. 

Key management issues
Staff are chiefly occupied with the maintenance of water 
points for game, fences and tourism control. A hunting 
concession exists within the park, and requires monitoring. 
Rare species, particularly white and black rhino, roan and 
sable antelope and disease-free buffalo require careful 
monitoring and management. Conservation of the last 
known breeding colony of Cape Vultures in Namibia. 

Future plans
The display at the vulture hide will be upgraded, and regular 
feeding will recommence. New staff accommodation is being 
constructed and the Okatjikona Environmental Education 
Centre is being renovated. The latter is due to reopen early 
in 2010. 

Park size 405 km²

Proclamation Waterberg Plateau Park in 1972

Natural features A 50-km-long porous sandstone mountain 
with abundant game, unique vegetation and a series 
of permanent springs at the foot of the plateau. 

Vegetation Tree and Shrub Savannah Biome. Vegetation type: Northern 
Kalahari, Thornbush Shrubland. Leadwood tree (Combretum imberbe), 
silver terminalia (Terminalia sericea), kudu bush (Combretum 
apiculatum), a variety of acacias (Acacia erioloba, A. erubescens and 
A. tortilis), laurel fig (Ficus ilicina) and about 140 lichen species.

Wildlife Black and white rhino, buffalo, roan and sable 
antelope, eland, tsessebe, leopard, side-striped jackal. More 
than 200 bird species, including Hartlaub’s Francolin, Rüppell’s 
Parrot, Bradfield’s Swift, Monteiro’s Hornbill, Bradfield’s 
Hornbill, Carp’s Black Tit, Rockrunner, Cape Vulture. 

Tourism Rest camp with bungalows and camping. Restaurant, 
kiosk, shop and swimming pool. Guided drives on the 
plateau. A 48 km unguided hiking trail. Guided wilderness 
trails. Booking required for guided and unguided hiking trails 
on the plateau. Short walking trails within the resort. 
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Colourful Etjo sandstone cliffs and rare game species such as roan and 
sable are synonymous with the Waterberg Plateau Park.
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